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"You shall be holy because |, Hashem your G-d, am holy." (Vayikra 19:2)
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It is found in the Midrash: Hashem asks
"Can one be holy like me?"
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Since this is not possible, the end of the
posuk comes to say "I am Hashem your
G-d," meaning my holiness is above your
holiness.

The Bas Ayinoffers a new insight into this
Midrash that has a profound lesson for our
Divine service.
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Let us begin our analysis of this Midrash
with that which is found in the holy Zohar
(ZoharChadash 11l 80b) on the posukthat
specifically says "you shall be holy," which
seemingly cannot be understood according
to its simple meaning.
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We can explain in the following manner:
The primary service of Hashem is that one
must constantly see to it that his soul's
strength should be greater than that of his
body. In other words, his intentions should
always be to serve Hashem and not for
personal gratification.
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Whether he is involved in the study of
Torah, the performance of mitzvos, or good
deeds,his involvement in these matters
should not be for personal pleasure, but
rather to give satisfaction to the Creator of
all worlds, blessed be He.
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This is true as well regarding essential
physical matters — that the strength of
his soul should dominate as a result of
performing such activities without the
intent of fulfilling his personal desires, but
rather so that he should have strength from
eating or other similar physical activities to
serve Hashem.
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Now, the first 2 letters (yud and hey) of
Hashem's name, the tetragrammaton(yud
and hey, vov and hey), represent the
element of holiness at the time of Torah
study and prayer, while the last 2 letters
(vov and hey) represent the element of
holiness and purity when involved with
essential physical matters that one cannot
live without.
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Behold, the expression from our
posuk"you shall be" is the same numerical
value as the words neshama and Hashem's
name, the tetragrammaton.
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This alludes to this lesson that the power
of the neshama, which is the element of
holiness and purityof intent, must express
itself during both the times in which one
is involved with prayer and Torah study, as
symbolized by the first 2 letters of Hashem's
name, and also when involved with one's
essential physical needs, as is symbolized
by the last 2 letters of Hashem's name.
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This is the deeper meaning of that which
the holy Zohar wrote that specifically "you"
shall be holyin both your spiritual activities
of Torah learning and prayer, as well as your
physical activities such as eating.
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That is, one should specifically imbue the
aspects of holiness and purity in both of
these areas mentioned above. He should
not only be as one who serves Hashem
during the times of Torah study and
prayer while forgetting his awe of Hashem
during essential physical activities that
he performs as heseeks to fulfill his own
desires and receive pleasure.
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This is also the intention of the Midrash
when it stated "can you be like me?" This
means "is it possible that your service
will only be with the characteristic that
is applicable to me?"Shall you only serve
Hashem with the holiness and purity of
intent related to "Divine" activities, such
as Torah study and prayer, but not in your
human activities, such as the essential
physical actions that people must do?
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As our sages said in the Gemara (Berachos
7a) "from where do we know that Hashem
prays?" This statement in the Gemara
indicates that Hashem can be involved in
spiritual activities, such as prayer and Torah
study.
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Is it possible that your soul's strength
should be dominant only during
involvement in activities that Hashem can
also be involved in, such as Torah study and
prayer, but not when you are involved in
your necessary physical needs?
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In order to teach us this, the Midrash tells
us that the posuk concludes by saying "for |
Hashem am holy."
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That is, the element of holiness that
alludes to the concept of pure intentions
only when one is involved with Torah study,
prayer, and good deedsis the kedusha
described in the expression "for | Hashem
am holy."
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For the word kadosh (holy) is the same
numerical value as the word neshama
(soul), which represents holy intentions
and the first two letters of Hashem's name,
which represent spiritual activities. This is
the meaning of "l am Hashem."
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| am Hashem - | only relate to holiness
(pure intentions) regarding Torah study
and prayer, for physical matters are not
applicable to me.
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holiness.
This means that if you desire to raise and
elevate my holiness, it is through your
holiness, meaning that you must sanctify
yourself in the way that is relevant to you,
through your essential physical deeds.

My holinessis above your
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Also, these physical activitiesmust only be
performed for Hashem's sake and not for
personal pleasure. Only then will they be
with great holiness and purity through the
dominance of the soul's strength over the
body.
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May we merit this, amen.
Hashem's will.

May it be

Summary and Practical Application: The second posuk in
ParshasKedoshim tells us that we must be holy because Hashem
is holy. The Midrash seeks to understand how this is possible since
there can be no comparison between Hashem's holiness and our
holiness. The Bas Ayin draws out a deep lesson from here that the
way we can approach Hashem's holiness is to sanctify our intentions
not only when we are involved in spiritual, divine, activities like Torah
study and prayer, but specifically when we are involved in uniquely
human activities that are essential to our physical existence. By doing
so we sanctify ourselves through our unique human characteristics.
The posuk can then be interpreted in the following manner: You shall
be holy in your own human way (by maintaining pure intentions to
serve Hashem when performing physical activities) since | Hashem am
holy only in my way through my involvement in spiritual activities with
pure intentions. Hashem can, so to speak, only perform such spiritual
activities with purity of intent. However, we can bring about a certain
completion by doing those activities that are uniquely human with
pure intentions. This is accomplished when, prior to performing any
physical action, we contemplate how our physical actions are intended
to help us be strong and healthy so that we can better serve Hashem.
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